
CREDITS 

Residence Credit. Residence credit is awarded for work taken on campus (not through correspondence or credit earned 

by examination) or at a location officially designated as a residence center by the governing board of the institution (e.g., 

in-state military bases and OSU courses at OSU-Tulsa.) 

Courses Offered Through Outreach and Correspondence.  Academic credit is awarded for courses offered through the 

outreach offices of the six colleges, by the Independent Study Center of OSU, or by transfer of work certified as 

extension or correspondence credit by another fully accredited institution.   

Extension Credit. OSU will accept, toward a degree, a maximum of eight semester credit hours earned through extension 

at another institution if that institution is fully accredited.  

Correspondence Credit. OSU will accept, toward a degree, a maximum of eight semester credit hours earned through 

correspondence at another institution if that institution is fully accredited. Credits earned through correspondence 

cannot exceed one-fourth of the credits required for a baccalaureate degree. (See also Academic Regulation 2.2 Full-

time Students.) 

Transfer Credit From Other Accredited Four-Year Institutions. Except as excluded in Academic Regulations 4.4 Transfer 

of Credit from Community Colleges and 7.2 Residence Credit Requirements, credits transferred from accredited senior 

colleges will apply toward baccalaureate degrees in the same way that they would apply had they been earned in 

residence at OSU. Students may not use transfer credits to satisfy more than one-half the major course requirements for 

a department unless they have the approval of the head of that department and the academic dean. 

Transfer Credit From Community Colleges. Credits will be accepted by transfer from a community college to meet lower-

division (i.e., 1000- and 2000- level courses) requirements only. A minimum of 60 semester credit hours must be earned 

at a senior college. Within these guidelines, transfer credits are subject to the individual colleges' degree requirements. 

Transfer Credit From International Colleges and Universities. Credit is accepted based on equivalent standards as 

outlined in Academic Regulations 4.3 and 4.4. Credit is accepted based on the U.S. letter grade equivalents for the 

postsecondary grading method used in each country of study. 

Credit by Exam. The academic regulations listed below apply to the following examinations: Advanced Placement 

Program (AP), International Baccalaureate Program (IB), College Level Examination Program (CLEP), and OSU Advanced 

Standing Examinations. 

a.  credit earned by examination will not be placed on a student's transcript unless he or she is currently enrolled and 

has successfully completed 12 or more semester credit hours of academic work at OSU; 

b.  credit will be recorded with a neutral grade of "P" (Pass) if the student earns the equivalent of a "C" or better on the 

examination. No grade is recorded if the student fails the exam; 

c.  credit earned by examination does not count toward the minimum of 30 hours that must be earned in residence (See 

Academic Regulation 7.2 Residence Credit Requirements); 

d.  a native speaker of a foreign language (one whose high-school level instruction was conducted principally in that 

language) cannot earn credit toward graduation in lower-division (1000-2000 level) courses in that language (See 

Academic Regulation 4.9 Foreign Language Credit for Native Speakers); 

OSU Advanced Standing Examinations may be offered by academic departments on campus in subject areas not offered 

through the examination programs listed above. Any currently enrolled student whose travel, employment, extensive 



readings or educational experience appear to have given the student proficiency in a subject that is offered at OSU, 

equivalent to the proficiency ordinarily expected of those students who take the subject in a regular class, may apply for 

an examination on the subject. 

In addition to the regulations listed above, to qualify for an OSU Advanced Standing Examination the student must: 

a.  be enrolled at OSU; 

b.  not have taken an Advanced Standing exam over the course within the preceding six months; 

c.  receive the approval of the head of the department and the associate dean in which the course is offered; 

d.  present a valid student I.D. at the examination. 

Information pertaining to OSU Advanced Standing Examinations may be obtained from the Office of Undergraduate 

Admissions. 

Military Credit. OSU awards credit as recommended by the American Council on Education (ACE), as published in "The 

Guide to the Evaluation of Military Experiences in the Armed Services," for selected educational experiences provided by 

the armed forces. OSU also accepts credit earned through the DANTES Subject Standardized tests for active military 

personnel. 

Students who wish to establish credit for military training should submit a copy of their DD214, Armed Forces of the 

United States Report of Transfer or Discharge, or their DD295, Application for the Evaluation of Educational Experiences 

During Military Service, to the Office of Undergraduate Admissions.  Course Completion Certificates may be used to 

supplement other records or when service schools are not reflected on the DD214 or 295.  An official AARTS Transcript 

(Army/ACE Registry Transcript Service) is available to Army enlisted, active duty personnel, and veterans who entered 

the service after October 1, 1981. An official SMART transcript (Sailor/Marine ACE Registry Transcript) is available to 

active duty and reserve Sailors and Marines, Navy veterans who separated or retired after January 1975, and Marines 

who separated or retired on or after June 1999. 

Training Programs. OSU awards credit as recommended by the American Council on Education (ACE) in the "National 

Guide to Educational Credit for Training Programs." Students may present certificates of completion or a transcript from 

the ACE Registry of Credit Recommendations to the Office of Undergraduate Admissions for evaluation. OSU also awards 

credit based on the recommendation of the Board of Regents of the University of the State of New York in the "Director 

of the National Program on Non-collegiate Sponsored Instruction." 


