Transfer/Returning student

Welcome to Northwestern University's Office of Undergraduate Admission Web site. We are pleased that you are interested in transfer admission to Northwestern, and hope you will find answers to your questions here. The links to the left will introduce you to the many opportunities to collaborate with faculty and students as well as Northwestern's emphasis on effective communication. With virtually unlimited choices in both academic options and extracurricular activities, all just 12 miles north of Chicago, Northwestern ranks among the nation's premiere universities.

Transfer and returning adult applicants may apply to most departments in Northwestern's undergraduate schools for any with certain exceptions.

The deadlines vary depending on the quarter.  For Winter Quarter, the deadline is November 1st, for Spring Quarter, the deadline is February 1st, and for Summer Quarter, Fall Quarter and International Transfer, the deadline is May 1st. Click here for transfer application information.

You may still apply for Fall admission if your first year doesn't end by the May 1 deadline, but your application will not be reviewed until your year is complete.  Send in your first semester grades in the meantime.

Only students with strong academic credentials are encouraged to apply. Successful applicants generally have maintained a B average or better in rigorous academic courses and have submitted materials in strong support of their candidacy.

If you have already earned a bachelors degree, you may apply as a transfer, but admission is very competitive and you will not be able to transfer the credits earned towards your 2nd undergraduate degree.

Admitted transfer students go through an orientation program called Wildcat Welcome to ease their transition to NU.
Credit for AP and IB courses will be granted depending on the course and the score received.  The following links will bring you to charts that show the credit given for each exam and the score required to receive that credit. 
AP Credit Information
IB Credit Information

Northwestern will grant credit for previous college work depending on the institution, and whether those courses fulfilled secondary school graduation requirements. The credit gained from previous courses or examinations can fill requirements depending on what your major is, and it is best to check with your advisor on how best to use your credit.
Previous Course Information
